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SEND SNIPPET

KEEP LEARNING ALL
SUMMER LONG!
Summer is a time for your child to relax and recharge, but it is important to make sure he
or she is keeping an active mind. By incorporating summer learning games and activities
into your child’s day, you can have fun while helping them get ahead for success next
school year!
DECODE SECRET MESSAGES WITH MATH
Help your child improve their maths skills by writing a secret message they have to decode to read. First,
decide what your message will be, assigning a number to each letter in your message. Create math
equations that match the answers needed to reveal the message. Then, create a decoder list that includes
each letter of the alphabet your child will use to decode the message. You can even give your child a bit of
extra incentive by making the secret message the wifi password for the day!
TURN A CARD GAME INTO MATH PRACTICE
Revise mental maths, times tables, and simple math equations with a deck of Uno cards. Split the deck
into two piles, placing a piece of paper with an addition, subtraction, or multiplication symbol between the
two. Have your child flip over a card from each deck, solving the equation that appears. For an extra level
of competition, switch between addition, subtraction, and multiplication each time your child flips new
cards.
PLAY SUMMER READING BINGO
Encourage your child to read this summer by creating BINGO reading sheets. First, help your child create
a summer reading list. Then, create a BINGO sheet, writing a different reading goal on each of the spots.
These goals can be big (finishing a book) or small (read for 15 mins. today). Each time your child meets a
goal, cross it off the sheet. Decide on a few prizes that your child will receive when he or she completes a
set number of goals (like crossing off an entire row or column). Challenge your child to complete as many
BINGO sheets as possible over the summer.
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BUILD MATCHING AND MATH SKILLS WITH GIANT DICE
Wrap a square tissue box in paper, drawing dots, letters, or shapes on each side. On a separate piece of
paper, write or draw each of the items you included on the die. Have your child roll the die, find the
matching item on the list, and cross it out. If you have an older child, you can create two dice and turn it
into a math game by adding, subtracting, or multiplying the numbers each time the dice are rolled.

GO ON A WORD HUNT
This activity helps your child build both reading and counting skills. Create a word list, writing each
of the words on a sticky note. Hide each sticky note somewhere in the house. Help your child use
the word list to search for as many of the words as they can find. Each time your child finds a word,
ask them to read it out loud. Once your child has found all the words, read them again and count
how many of each word they found. You can also build advanced skills by having your child use the
words found to create a sentence or short story.
COUNT WITH ICE CREAM
Make maths more fun by incorporating something children love — ice cream! First, gather small
pom poms of different colours and create numbered paper triangles. Have your child stack “ice
cream scoops” onto each cone according to its number, counting as they go. You can also practice
identifying colours and making patterns once your child has mastered their counting skills.
SORT WITH STICKERS
Practice identifying and sorting colours by having your child match stickers with coloured pieces of
paper. Incorporate counting into this activity by counting the number of stickers on each piece of
paper with your child. You can also switch it up by using stickers of different shapes and sizes and
sorting them according to these features.
PLAY AN OUTDOOR MEMORY GAME
Practice words, maths problems, matching, and more with this giant outdoor paper plate memory
game. Gather up some paper plates and draw items on each. These can be shapes, colours, words,
or numbers depending on what you want to practise with your child. Make sure you draw two of
each item so you have a pair. Spread the plates face down on the lawn and challenge your child to
find the matches. To add an extra challenge for older children, play this game with numbers and
ask them to add or multiply each of the numbers together. You can even make clean up a learning
exercise by having your child pick up the plates in pairs.

TIPS TO ENCOURAGE READING OVER THE SUMMER

Reading is a skill that improves with practice. To develop confidence, accuracy and
fluency with younger readers, it is vital that they keep practicing their skills
regularly. Over summer, reading is often neglected and young readers can
experience reading losses of over a month when they return to school. It is therefore
vital to keep your child reading as much as possible over summer - this is easier said
than done!
Here are a few tips from understood.org that may be useful to you in encouraging
your child to keep practicing their reading over the summer holidays.
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Read it again and again

Encourage your child to read familiar books. If your child wants to take the same book out of the
library for the 100th time, that’s just fine. Re-reading helps build speed and accuracy. And that
can help build confidence for children who learn and think differently.

Make reading real

Connect what your child reads with what’s happening in real life. For example, if you’re reading a
story about basketball, ask questions about when your child learned to shoot hoops and how
similar it was to the children's experience in the story.
You can also look for follow-up activities that make stories come to life. If the book references
kites, ask your child to brainstorm fun kite-related activities, like how to make a kite. Hands-on
activities like these can keep children engaged with the topic.

Don’t leave home without something to read

Bring along a child-friendly book or magazine any time you know your child will have to wait in a
doctor’s office, or anywhere else. Stories can help keep your child occupied. And the experience will
show that you can always fit in time to read.

Dig deeper into the story

Help your child engage with a story by asking questions about the characters’ thoughts, actions, or
feelings: “Why does Jack think it’s a good idea to buy the magic beans? How does his mother feel
after she finds out?” Encourage your child to connect to the story through experiences you may
have had together.

Make reading a free-time activity

Try to avoid making TV the reward and reading the punishment. Remind your child there are fun
things to read besides books . And set a good example for your child by spending some of your
free time reading instead of watching TV — and then talking about why you enjoyed it.

Take your time

When your child is sounding out an unfamiliar word, leave plenty of time to do it, and praise the
effort . Treat mistakes as an opportunity for improvement. Imagine your child misreads listen as
list. Try re-reading the sentence together and ask which word makes more sense. Point out the
similarities between the two words and the importance of noticing the final syllable.
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Pick books at the right level

Help your child find books that aren’t too hard or too easy. Children have better reading experiences when
they read books at the right level. You can check your choices by having your child read a few pages to you.
Then ask questions about what was read. If your child struggles with reading the words or retelling the story,
try a different book.

Play word games

Use word games to help make your child more aware of the sounds in words. Say tongue twisters like “She
sells seashells by the seashore.” Sing songs that use wordplay, like Schoolhouse Rock’s “Conjunction Junction.”
Or swap out the letters in words to turn them into new words. (For example, maps can become nap or rap if
you change the first letter, man if you change the final letter, and mop if you change the middle.)

Read to each other

Take turns reading aloud during storytime. As your child grows as a reader, you can gradually read less and
let your child take the lead more often. If you have younger children, too, encourage your older one to take on
the responsibility of reading to them.

Point out the relationships between words

Talk about words whenever you can. Explain how related words have similar spellings and meanings. Show
how a noun like knowledge, for example, relates to a verb like know. Point out how the “wild” in wild and
wilderness are spelled the same but pronounced differently.

Make books special

Children who have trouble with reading may try to avoid it because it makes them feel anxious or frustrated.
Try to create positive feelings around reading by making it a treat. Get your child a library card or designate
special reading time for just the two of you. Give books as gifts or rewards.

Make reading creative

Change up reading activities to play to your child’s strengths. If your child loves to draw or make things, create
a book together. Fold paper and staple it to resemble a book. Work together to write sentences on each page
and have your child add illustrations or pictures. Then read it out loud together.

Let your child choose

Some children prefer nonfiction books. Some love only fantasy or graphic novels . Or maybe your child prefers
audiobooks or reading things online. The important thing is to practice reading, no matter where or how it
happens.

Look for a series of books

Ask a librarian or a teacher for suggestions about popular book series your child might like. Reading a series
of books helps kids get familiar with the tone, characters, and themes. This familiarity can make the next
books in the series easier to grasp.

Calling all Doodlers!

Have you got a school Doodle account? If so, you can
take part in their summer challenge. All details can be
found by scnning the QR-code below. Good Luck!

It's never easy to say goodbye!
We say goodbye to Carlie Farrish
who has worked as an Inclusion
Teacher in secondary for the past
three years. She will be moving to
Al Ghaff School as Inclusion Lead.
Good luck on your next
adventure, Carlie.

Welcome!
We welcome Selina Elliot and
Janice Farrell who will be
joining us as inclusion teachers
in the secondary department.

We also welcome Zahra
Amhad and Jo Birch who will
be joining the secondary
department as Inclusion
Learning Support Teachers
and Prema Hundia who will be
joining the primary
department.

